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districts, and spread far and wide the determination to resist all in-
terference on the part of the British. By the time Mandalay was occu-
pied no local resistance was organized, and if the administration of the
country had recommenced at once, well supported by force, it
would have been impossible for local organizations to have assum-
ed the considerable proportions which they did when allowed to
remain unmolested from their very birth. Eventually when the
future administration was decided on in March 1886, various
collateral circumstances prevented its being vigorously under-
taken till the commencement of the cold weather of the same
year. During the time which thus elapsed trade was paralysed,
the country was being devastated by dacoits, and the men who
were to resist the enforcement of our rule were receiving a prac-
tical training in the use of arms and in the application of those tac-
tics which rendered their gangs, at home in their native swamps
and jungles, so unapproachable by disciplined troops. When
the suppression of these disturbances was undertaken it not only
entailed loss of valuable lives, but also vast expenditure. The
organizations against us had remained unmolested for so long and
had such a hold on the people that military measures alone could
make head against them, and thousands of the pick of the man-
hood of the country were killed before the resistance to authority
could be overcome.

On the 1st December  a proclamation was  issued notifying
Proclamations issued to the   KinS TMbaw's surrender, dethronement,
Burmese.                and  deportation,   and intimating that

until the will of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress was known,
the civil and military administration of the country was vested
in General Prendergast, who desired to carry on the government
with the aid of such of the Ministers, Governors, and other officers
of State, at present in office, as agreed to remain and perform
loyal service to the British Government. This provisional Hlutdaw,
or Council of State, included two Mingyi or Ministers of State,
four Atwinwun .or Privy Councillors, and seven Wundauk or Under
Secretaries. Special notification was made that the Jipongyi, or
religious body, would be protected, and allowed to carry on their
religious duties unhindered, and that all religious buildings and
their precincts would be preserved, while Buddhism would remain